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Newaygo County Area Promise Zone Authority Board Meeting 
Tuesday, August 11, 2026, at 11 :30 a.m. 

NC RESA Educational Services Center Board Room 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Present: Dr. Blake Prewitt (chairperson), Holly Moon, Pat Brown, Dick Dunning, Jarred Hibma, 
Dr. Tim Rossler, Stu Sanders, Don VanSingel, 

Absent: Scott Rumsey, Scott Swinehart, Becky Tuuk 

Staff: Melissa Miller (Director of Career, Technical, and Postsecondary Education), Katherine 
Mater (Student Success Coordinator), Ty Spickerman (Promise Zone Success Coach), Brandi 
Parsons (Student Success Administrative Assistant) 

Chairperson Dr. Blake Prewitt called the meeting to order at 11 :32 a.m. 

Approval of the Agenda: 
Motion by Brown, supported by Dunning to approve the agenda as presented. Ayes - 8, Nays - 
0. Motion unanimously carried.

Visitors: 
None 

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
Motion by Moon, supported by VanSingel to approve the May 12, 2026, Regular Meeting 
Minutes as presented. Ayes - 8, Nays - 0. Motion unanimously carried. 

Public Participation: 
Dr. Prewitt welcomed everyone. 

Jarred Hibma presented the following report on behalf of the Operations Subcommittee: 

• The preliminary financial statement through July 31, 2026, was shared and reviewed . 
Mr. Hibma shared we will receive SET capture in October . 
Dr. Prewitt shared information from the Operations Committee meeting regarding 
diversifying investments. Various banking and state investment options were considered, 
and ChoiceOne was found to offer rates that were comparable to, if not better than, the 
other options reviewed. The committee did not believe there was significant risk in 
keeping the funds with ChoiceOne. Dr. Prewitt also stated that transferring the funds to 
other institutions offering lower interest rates would not be worthwhile, as the resulting 
loss of interest income would outweigh the potential benefit. We will continue to look at 
the percentages each quarter. If a better rate becomes available from another institution, 
we will revisit this option. 

Mr. Hibma shared that Dr. Prewitt and Mrs. Miller submitted the form to move the funds 
from the Newaygo County Area Promise Opportunity Non-Endowment Fund to 
ChoiceOne Bank. We will now earn a higher interest rate. 

The NC RESA invoice to Promise Zone for Quarter 2 was shared . 
• The MCC summer invoice was shared. The invoice is currently being reviewed resulting

in an up to amount rather than an exact amount to allow for adjustments.
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